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. But:the: Astrakhan pipeline nego- -+

tiations make. it clear. that Reagan

_got .no real - commitments from the =
. allies for lifting the Siberian pipeline
sanctions. He. received nothing’ in’

return for: backing down..: .

Selling to Soviets

 “The' Kremlini has’ cooked up ai*-
other gas project: that-is giving the

White House'a severe-case, of heart- .-

burn. Here’s the storyzi 57 i

-~ Onge ‘again, our western allies are

éngaged in an unseemly scramble to

sell- the Soviets' equipment for still -
another natural gas- pipeline, on very
. favorable credit terms.-French, West .
German and Canadian firms are.ea-
.gerly trying to graba lacrative share
of the Astrakhan’natural gas project
“in southeastern Russia:** =77
‘The- Reagan 'administration is fu- -
rious at what it’ considers another.
betrayal: by western businessmen- -
and the alliéd govérnments that are.-
encouraging ‘them to’ do . business
with the. Kremlin. But the White
House is oo embarrassed. to make
its displessure public.” . e
"'The reason  isgsimple: President’
'Reagan lifted sarictions on firms'that.
sold_technology; to -the Soviets for’

their Siberia-to-Europe pipeline,. he -

said, because the United. States and.
“its western allies had reached “sub-.
stantial ‘agreement”; on an overall -
economic strategy toward the Soviet: -
bloc. Reagan even called it “a victory

”» -

for the allies. (et 5gonr:

D e N T ‘et *’_“:'";' ui'““"i
A T pitifl, ‘hand-wringing cab

. The- White House is painfully .~
:. " aware: that it was: hoodwinked . last

‘project has been.“on a- fast track”
lately, and. noted that_“although {it
“is}-intended : primarily to- meet. do-

mestic gas ;gquirements,.thq. Astra- -
 khan. fields could help to -maintain -

Soviet gas exports to- both eastern
" and western Europe . ... .” The re-

" serves at.6

trillion cubic meters, and

“said_they: could produce ~3- billion-: -
* cubic meters a year by 1985. .-~ -

-, Negotiations for- western "equip-
ment began in 1977 and “proceeded
in, desultory. fashion;”" the CIA. re-

©  ported, but “have greatly picked up -
: s_fh‘gg ‘the summer of 1982, when
“Moscow stationed a'rp_ggotigﬁng team

“in Cologne.” -
¥

- tracts by the end of this year. “Such. -
a-pace would be unprecedented, but. '
‘Moscow clearly is moving rapidly,”

the CIA reported. "

_Paris, Bonn and Moscow last. No-
‘vember, Seeretary of State George g.
" Shultz" expressed:: the . administrar
;ton's concem——and-.-vixnpoteneee-gbéh

. western_governments and suppliers
- with the- aim ‘of achieving the most

_spirit-of . cooperation ' on

.In oth_ef words, éhul_tz,
ind: west v ‘ _ international business executive, was
port estimated the Astrakhan-gas re- .

o s _’iof.Mannesman"‘_haS;OlEV!m probably!
*- According.to the CIA, the Soviets ..
’want to-wrap up all the pipeline con- -

“ Canadians were blaming the- Uni

-~ to. the West Germans. tir-ia & v
. T o 2 e gaider e g AN M Rl £ T

to our embassies in London, Ottav»"ﬂ.
last. Nt

garding the Astrakban project. .~ 3’
- “In, particular,” he: cabled, ‘we are

; distressed _ that- .the--Soviet Union
“"year.. Secret CIA and State Depart- - ]
- ment ‘cables and: reports; shown: t0.!
my, associate Dale Van -Atta, give—.
- details on the Astrakhan pipeline. - ..

" One- secret ‘CIA report said the-- - terms which: may undermine [a ney
" consensus arrangement on minifmum -

may ' be: successful * in* playing, off
favorable . possible ~credit - termsT-

intérest’ rates; as well as violate the

East-West
XIS &
;he’?'f%rmg‘l

economic - relations .
year]” U Lk

gaining shrewdly.. 7.," .15y
.The administration’s whimperings

_were_to no- avail. ‘On Dec. 17 -the
- Paris embassy ‘cabled that a French |

company signed a 2.7-billion-franc !

- contract . to. build .a- desulfurization-¥

plant for the Astrakhan. project. 0!13;1

Dec. 27, the MOSCOW 'embassy le"

“ported that. the West-German firm~

soon get; the: contrack for the gas3,
gathering system.” s g & o A
“ And the Ottawa embassy. reporte
that, for some: strange reason, the:

States for their: loss- of the- contract?
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